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wetland restoration

Central Park’s Great Lawn

This site has a variety of ecological conditions that
present an opportunity for native plant restoration.
By removing invasive, non-native species, installing
a diverse community of native plants, and proper
maintenance, the park can showcase native plant
communities found throughout the State. These
showcase areas can provide habitat for wildlife,
learning opportunities and an overall aesthetic
that will make the park a special place. Some
common native wetland plant species include:
Sedges. Virginia Wild Rye, Switch Grass, Prairie
Cordgrass, Canada Manna Grass, Bulrush, Wild
Rice, Fowl Manna Grass, Swamp Milkweed,
Joe Pye Weed, Obedient Plant, Arrow Alum,
Buttonbush, Swamp Rose, Chokeberry, Sycamore,
Witchhazel, and Gray Dogwood.

Inspired by the Great Lawn of Central Park, often
mentioned during the planning process as an
example for Northville to follow. One of the most
significant innovations in the Central Park design
was the separation of circulation systems for
pedestrians, horseback riders, and today, vehicles.
Through-traffic is entirely concealed in sunken
roadways that are screened with densely-planted
shrubs that maintain a rustic ambience. There are
nearly 40 bridges through the park, none of which
look the same.

Area C
The Hundred Acre Wood

Area D
The Great Lawn

Named for the Hundred Acre Wood in Winnie the Pooh, this wooded
area is undisturbed and managed through a forest management
plan. Proposed uses include low impact hiking, walking and running
trails on the existing and expanded trail network. Trails parallel the
babbling brook with pedestrian bridge connections to other parts of
the park. On the knoll is a rustic woodland shelter that could be used
for informal picnicking, an outdoor classroom or simply a place to rest
or get out of inclement weather. The trail network also extends to the
waterfall, naturalistic pond and wetland area. Parking and access to
the site is from Haggerty Road and will likely be one of the first areas
of the park to be developed for recreational uses.
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The Great Lawn is expected to be one of the most heavily used areas
of the park. This multi-purpose lawn is perfect for open recreational
play, staging areas for events and races, band concerts or simply
flying a kite. The Great Lawn is bounded by an alley of trees on one
side and an existing wooded area on the other. The conservatory
building flows into the Great Lawn and could possibly be a venue
for outdoor dining or a beer garden in the summer months. The
Great Lawn could also be a venue for large pieces of commissioned
environmental sculpture. For larger events, an area across the road
from the Great Lawn is designated for grassed overflow parking.
Walking, biking, cross-country skiing and running trails connect to the
Great Lawn as well as to the rest of the park.
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